SET]

2025.9.8(Monday) &/ ECSCA LM+~ % —

BT TEARE 25155

Vol. 15

AREANS, F-Er [EERHEDES HHRITES] A
IBEVE U, 7— MET TR, ESLEIDE~ Dk
AT TDT, OB <723, LEF TEAEE )
&, VEURSDBREENE,

BT - FE/ BRROFAEK

X TCHIB Tl NEAKE O THIHHRERE LIFHEER
DE— NIRRT OWT, TFEEEHEE Ot S B R
fRERUE Uz, BISWTIWN [3RE| MWERDE T, TR
| IGBERTIIRD, EEZ-DIITTY,

& ZATEE, RE/FHRIMETINDESL B 26
STW=Z e BURDZDDERKESN - sz L > THS
MNIINTEFEL,

AR 75 - ERERE 2020 VLR D BILAREETEEZSR]
DFE] iR EeerstRs 28 46 5

PAttERS 2025 T[SERHEN ] FRIFVAESE THERRE) (2DW
T TELEST YRS 5545 5

MERZEER) 13, BRERNEMNREN OMTARED GEINIRAE
FE, S3EER, EERY, ?7~1816 £ b 13) M
1804 & k1) IZFER U - BFLADORERTY, i
fbaAlk. 2EDORERNSEREINZEDT, ZOREEIC

EE =R OEMNRZFET, FRIE 8 - FEEDOY
—FEba, BEE - giEO—ME G, 8 - 5IEILED
“HEbARERELTOET,

EEE ] 1L, fERIEEARDRTEER (£5 50 BN
EH SIIERE, 1761~1843 &, =FE 11~FE 14) 2
AN ASER T, FOEEEIC

— BN EE HEFET
AAE

LEMNTOET, 5 14 5 TEN LU FEEEH 0
i (FENEERERL B2 mmRIraR /) H/RV]) =1
BIEZELRTY,

FRMGh-8AF - AR AT 2 A\t 15 £2/2
B (GEk9%. P14, 14, HBE14. KR24.
fofF 1 4) T, BEDEARNCZ N LIS X £, -,

[HEEE | DERIEHRERREMRIITIE TS, THESR) 23
U= EBIDEZMNRZ 5D T, 1816 FELIENZ &R % 2N T
Wb ZLISHEETT, THUIEDMDLST, MTREREDSH
S /-FARE UTDREDZHIRLINTOVRODIL, Iy
R LCIFEENE— AN TH - /2720 LR TEX 50D Tl
WTU & DDy,

mE. RGBS DIFERIZ, $REENREDANE
eV NN ETH, AN ORERIC [RIEA] =ik
MHo7=Z LAREINTEY, YRDOFLEEDRLI %S
VR ET,

#h & BHa

2D U= R, ZhE TRSNTO=HRIADE
HAAETRIZ U E T,

HEEMBEORERNREAGE FERADE 72X L2003 F)
IZId IREOZRN 2B INTHET, WINEEED
BETIRAD & XEERE TH - B NSE T/~
EDTY, LBAIIXEINSBAEZITR-7228, £ 1
BIZIREINEIHAZE LU 22 EAREINTVET,

BALIL SROFIZI=FaT7DREERELZ (2%
2EBADI LT, BRDIZODEMEZ TH B EBANIRIE
HBEATZDITEN, A F 708 RIZ > TUEWE LAY
IRRRICIIZO EIZAZENRTMERE RIS 52 &A%
TUTUE UZz, E7-BEHAMAIMNIARIATTA, HIEDEG
DFEM L UTHEDNZONE LNVER A, RELERDH -
FARNEEES [REEAAE] 2ELTHY., TARLA
FEISBENZDIRINI DB EDITERAFET,

ZHEZTL %L, AEFEMEEOREH B IN- (=%
ASEBEIF] KUY 9, 1875 F EHRA8) IThREIh
TS ARBRIEBYIZ I X N TN E DT, AL &
BEENFRIAI N, EIC [RET) L2 TVEY, BYEE
RITEEITETT D 2 LHAMBETTA. ZD LD LEEIE
yapa bfaﬁﬁggcz A TVl ‘f:ﬂﬁ?l‘i&%if&f% XWvoT
[F72WVTU & 9D ({EHEERS)

BRERMBOILA (FIRE) GUIAHHRANERETR & b S v, it EBET—Z~—X, https://doi. org/10. 20730/100304239)



https://doi.org/10.20730/100304239

Week |y

2025.9.8(Monday)  # /IR ERECLM £~ & —

Gennai Ware wvol. 15

Potter Gengo/Shunmin’s Interest in Strange Stones
In the previous issue, we presented a positive view based on the
description in the Kenkado Diary regarding the theory that
Sakaiya Gengo, a potter of "Gennai ware,” and Wakita Shunmin were
the same person. Just to recap, I think "Shunmin” was his real
name and “Gengo” was his nickname.

In recent years, the following two historical documents and
papers have revealed that Gengo/Shunmin had a social "face” other
than that of a potter.

1) Takashi Matsubara and Azusa Kumooka (2020), “Study of the
“Kanso-Roku” , a fossil shell book in the Yedo Period”
Bulletin of the Mizunami Fossil Museum, no. 46
2) Hideki Uchiike (2025), "[Historical Material Introduction]
On the ’Soushiki-bo’ Written by Kataoka Matsuto,”
Okayama Prefectural Museum Research Report no. 45
“Kanso-Roku” is an illustrated catalog of shellfish fossils
written in 1804 by Takeuchi Sosuke (commonly known as Chozaemon
pen names Koundo, Kanpo, etc.; ? - 1816) of Matsubara Village
Oochi County, Sanuki Province. The illustrated fossils were
donated by collectors from all over the country, and the donor
is listed as "Shido Shunmin.” Shunmin donated sea urchin fossils
from Etchu and Imizu County, bivalve fossils from Shirakawa
Mutsu, and bivalve fossils from Hikidajoyama, Sanuki.

The "Soushiki-bo” is a record of the visits and friendships
made by Kataoka Haruchika (also known as Hikosuke and pen names
such as Shoutou, 1761-1843) of Oku County, Bizen Province. The
opening line reads:

Shido in Sanuki, master Sakaiya Gengo
He is a collector of rare rocks

This description is reminiscent of the entry in the Kenkado
Diary introduced in issue 14 ("Gengo Sakaiya, from Shido in Sanuki,
Shurmin and Koukousai, a stone lover”).

Kataoka visited about 15 people who could be assumed to be
experts on rare stones or lovers of stones (9 from Sanuki, 1 from
Awa, 1 from Bitchu, 1 from Harima, 2 from Osaka, and 1 from Kii)
and it is noticeable that the overwhelming majority of them lived
in Sanuki. Furthermore, although the date of final completion of

Fossils provided by Shunmin

the ”Soushiki-bo” is unknown, the name of Takeuchi Sosuke, who
wrote “Kanso-roku,” appears, so it is certain that he visited
Sanuki before 1816. Despite this, the name of Shummin, a strange
stone expert who was friends with Takeuchi, is not mentioned

This can be interpreted as being because Shunmin and Gengo were
the same person.

Among the stone lovers in Sanuki whom Kataoka visited was
Kimura Naozo from Okada, Uta County. It is recorded that Kimura's
collection included "arrow stones” (stone arrowheads), suggesting
a wide range of stone collections at the time

Stones for creating miniature landscapes
These new findings make it possible to further
previously known historical documents.

The Gotoh Museum of Art catalog, “Gennai Ware: Hiraga
Gennai’ s Gaze” (2003), includes two letters from Gengo. Both were
addressed to Watanabe Denzaemon, an influential figure in Shido
and a good friend of Gennai. One document records the receipt of
bonseki from Watanabe, and the other records the presentation of
black wax stone to Watanabe.

Bonseki are stones used to assemble miniature landscapes in
pots. While bonsai, potted plants for bonsai landscapes, is still
popular today, bonseki has become a minor hobby, but in the Edo
period it was popular to arrange stones on a tray to create a
miniature world. It is also unclear what black wax stone is, but
it may have been used as a material for seals and bonseki. Kimura
Kenkado, who had contact with Gengo, also wrote “Kenkado
Bonsekishi,” and it seems there is an unexpected connection
between collectors of unusual rocks and bonseki.

Thinking about this, I am intrigued by the "Chinese Castle-
shaped Incense Burner” featured in the Gotoh Museum catalogue.
It was housed in the Osaka Prefectural Exhibition Hall, which
opened in 1875, and depicts a three-dimensional rocky mountain
and castle wall, with the words "Made by Shunmin” inscribed on
the bottom. Although the date of production needs to be carefully

interpret

considered, it is possible that such products met demand for
bonsai stones. - (Ryuma Sato)
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Cropped image of "Kanso-roku” (owned by the University of Tokyo Library), Source: Kokusho Database, https://doi.org/10.20730/100304239



