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Gennai Ware vol. 10

The origins of “Gennai ware”

Gennai ware suddenly appeared in the mid-Edo period, in the 18th
century. Many experts agree that the unusually shaped pottery
made using molds, from the shape of the vessel to the patterns
was a precursor to the mold-making technique that took over Kyo-
yaki, Sanda-yaki, Minpei-yaki, Bizen-yaki, and other wares in the
19th century.

Why did such pioneering pottery emerge in 18th-century
Sanuki? What was the process that led to its realization? Thinking
about this leads us back to the question mentioned in the previous
issue: "What exactly is Gennai ware?”

The two characteristics of Gennai ware - that it is pottery
fired at low temperatures and that its style is similar to Kochi
ware (pottery from southern China) - are elements that originate
from Kyoto ware in its early stages (17th century).So, can the
unknown origins of Gennai ware be traced back to the Kansai region
centered around Kyoto?

As I was preparing for the exhibition, I was flipping through
all the excavation reports for the ruins, and my eye was drawn
to the report "Excavation Report of Kawaraya-machi Ruins, Chuo
Ward, Osaka City” (2009) conducted by the Osaka City Cultural
Properties Association. This is because the measured illustration
of the artifact included pottery that looked exactly like Gennai
ware.

Pottery similar to “Gennai ware” was produced
Osaka in the early modern period

The area where the materials were excavated, Kawaraya-cho, was
called Minami Kawaraya—cho during the Edo period and was given
to the official roof tile maker, Mr. Terashima. During the
excavation, tile molds, kiln tools, and failed firing products
were found. Along with these, molds, kiln tools, and unglazed
pottery related to pottery production were also unearthed. One
of the unglazed pottery pieces closely resembles “Gennai ware,”
and the report states, "We believe there is a high degree of
commonality with Gennai ware and Kyo ware works.”

Unglazed pottery excavated from the Kawarayamachi ruins in Osaka

I couldn’t sit still any longer. My desire to see the actual
item grew stronger, so I rushed to Osaka three days after the
opening day of the exhibition.

Restraining my excitement, I looked at the actual product and
could see the following features:

1. The clay used contains a small amount of sand, giving it
a brown color (Gennai ware is made from white, dense clay)

2. The characteristics of the fine scratches transferred from
the mold suggest that it is a wooden mold (the molds for Gennai
ware are made of clay)

3. Kirako (mica) is attached to the surface of the bisque
pottery to facilitate release from the mold (the release agent
for Gennai ware may be ink).

4. The top surface of the flower-shaped rim has only an
outline, with no pattern inside (in Gennai ware, the rimis filled
with patterns).

In other words, although the unglazed pottery from
Kawarayamachi Ruins resembles Gennai ware, differences can be
seen in the techniques used to create it. The use of wooden molds
sprinkled with kirako can be considered to be based on tile-
making techniques.

Unfortunately, it is difficult to narrow down the production
date of the materials excavated from the Kawarayamachi ruins
beyond the late 18th century to early 19th century range, so at
this stage it is not possible to say for sure which came first
Gennai ware or the unearthed materials. However, characteristics
such as the shape of the rim are common to Gennai ware of Period
I (1760s to 1800s), a new classification proposed for this
exhibition. This may be a valuable resource for considering the
process by which Gennai ware emerged.

The materials from the Kawarayamachi ruins allow us to ask
the fundamental question, "What exactly is Gennai ware?” I would

like to express my gratitude to Takashi Sato of the Osaka City
Board of Education for giving me this opportunity.

(Ryuma Sato)

While walking through the streets of Osaka, | suddenly find myself
thinking about events from the past.
—— Come to think of it, Gennai's teacher in Osaka, Toda Kyokuzan,

lived very close to the Kawarayamachi ruins...




