2025.8.18(Monday) /Il SURECAL M & % —
B JRrE 1 25

Vol. 12

EARROHE

NEAGE OFET - =8HEN, BEOmETIZELE
%, HERSEVETEED S RS BHIIC. =AEREAN (GF - K
HE=AHE]) CEMEEIZ LTV 2 Lk, EBRDERR
RN INEENOHY £9, TOERIL BERNZLY
ZDDEFRENH Y £IH, 1776 &£ (ZBk5) EMNS 1805 F

Cfk2) LRBDOMNFZYTL & D,

TIIME CEARRRIZES BRE BN | L&F->TVE
UZz) IEEARRDEZ T, EDLHIZUTHEEL TW=DT
UEOM? EIIDIZ e\ +2200>TOVRWDTTY,

V&2t U6, ZOIZLIZERET ZME UIVRWZET DY,
EARBMEFE TR > TWET, SEIE. ZDZE=HE,
(0% 3 )

TIFRRROEE (nFYhE)

SEARRMOREAN, BMERE 72 & D B EE D F
T, SERMIHSERET S ZDREDORIET. ENIR MY
F U7z, 19884 (HBFN63). &I DFEREafses - SHEX
ADEBDFERERUTEY, MEDETH S L DRRER
UE U7z (BHE 1988 [F) 0| I [DI3% 100 £E1
FINESALRER),

SEDERIZEDYE, BittdiinE Lz,

EROEmICIE BB A-KHEECENERLTHY,
ZOLEORIENIFZEDMEL [ RN | B8 BELLTW
9., EEICIE R UKD RIFRECTEELTE

D, BHUETY—FHTHDI N6, BB ) 207
PNFERITHEY T B 2 EZONE T, EEDWIE & ORI
Mo, 18 1. 8mElE, £F5 ~10mEfENERREZENE F
STV EHEAIXNE T,

ZEDREFEERAIZ, KRR A U W RRRDE R AV N &
No, IEHALPEDIRRALL 2222 13E 2 ohER A, BR
THEIRREENVANS 18~19 HHDIET, HEFEREHXZ
LZONZYTIF N EZET,

FNERNOILERROEZEILFA VIR . BIFRIRIET
o TWADIE, EE£EH (XhEh BisEsmh) »E
SNAEETT, TARDEL, MR BOSNSEHHMR
HERETHE->TEY ., BRIZBITBILARRDEZENERE
ERTEDLRNEHENZEL & D,

BLEDEEEN, BN HRRBINE Uoh ) U-EEEN
KDOONDZEETHD I LNSTIUL BEETE U TOMRE,
HENVIMENEBFIIASZERL U TD=ZB8FDAY
T—2 (ZORROFEDZIFEMEFREL LTWVE) &
DMK L ZATT,

LD A, ZDETEARBENIIENN-DNE. BHS
MR- TOFERA, ZDELHIEEFSHIZLIUR,
BOVEREEN % BRI R GEIR L 2 B FIREMEDYD Y £ 77,

F=bld, SHREFE L ED TERDMIAZED T X -
WEBWET, RPRAEICHEY ., BHFTEEDS, =AKRET
HEEELDF2DIHRY THheW=FXELE, 20
BafE) T, B L EITET,

(EREERS)

BB EARDEERR
LB - AEH(19 1)
BEEREEERI AL SR
Li-EEEE LR
TEYE | SEADBERFD k8
BoRER 78
LoAHKY &HEYREN
TBA : boNVIER
MKEERD D 1=ITHIA
KEICEEHND



Week |y

2025.8.18(Monday) &I RHECULIM £ v & —

Gennai Ware ol 12

Rinsou’s pottery making in Hiragi Village

Gennai ware potter Mitani Rinsou settled in Nishi-katamoto-
village, Yashima, and began his active pottery career. Prior to
that, he worked in Hiragi-village, Miki County (now Mikicho, Kita
County), as evidenced by Mitani family records and the dates
written on clay molds. While the dates vary slightly depending
on the source, it is reasonable to consider them to be between
1776 and 1805.

So where in Hiragi-village did Rins? (who still called
himself "Rinzo” during the Hiragi period) make his pottery, and
how? In fact, this is not known.

Kiln remains that may possibly be related to this have been
found on the southern bank of Hirakio Pond. This time, we will
introduce this kiln site.

Tenjin-yama Kiln Site

The kiln remains were found on the south side of Hiragi-oike Pond,
on the slope of the hill where Konpira Shrine is located. In 1988,
Kagawa ceramics researcher Motoi Toyoda reported the discovery
of the kiln site and expressed the view that it was Rinssou’s
kiln.

[ visited the site to coincide with this exhibition.

The walls, including the collapsed ceiling, are exposed on
the cliff face of the hill, and on the slope above them are
scattered a large number of "tonbari” bricks used to build kilns
The collapsed ceiling remains in good condition on the cliff face,
and because it is curved and arched, it is thought to have been
a combustion chamber for burning fuel (firewood). Based on the
cross section of the cliff face and the topography, it is
estimated that a multi-chambered climbing kiln measuring more

than 1.8m wide and around 5-10m in length is buried there.

Since the kiln’s construction materials do not include
firebricks or twisted rod-shaped components, it is unlikely to
have been a kiln modernized after the Meiji period. We believe
it would be appropriate to determine the operating period in the
18th to 19th centuries, when pottery production spread within the
prefecture.

There are few similar Edo period climbing kilns in Kagawa
Prefecture, and the only one that remains in good condition is
the Yoshikane Kiln Ruins (Sanuki City, a prefectural designated
historic site). The Hiragi kiln site still has what appears to be
a combustion chamber all the way up to the ceiling, making it one
of the few examples in Kagawa Prefecture that shows the true
nature of Edo period climbing kilns

Given that operating a climbing kiln requires a solid
foundation both technically and economically, one is intrigued
by the relationship between Rins? as a potter and the network of
the Mitani family, who were physicians and adopted Rins? (many
scholars of the time were physicians by trade)

At present, it is not clear what kind of pottery was fired
in this kiln. If this point can be clarified to some extent, it
may become an archaeological site that concretely shows Rinsou’s
pottery-making activities.

We will continue our investigation to clarify the actual
situation. We would also like to take this opportunity to express
our gratitude to the landowners and the Miki Town Board of
Education for their understanding and cooperation in the survey.

(Ryuma Sato)

Top left: Hiragi climbing kiln ruins
Top right: Tani kiln ruins (19th century)
Excavated during construction of the
Tokushima Expressway (disappeared)
Bottom left: Tonbari from the Hiragi climbing
kiln ruins (Exhibit 78)
Substantial ly larger than bricks
Bottom right: Close-up of tonbari
A large amount of sand is mixed in

to increase fire resistance.



