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Week |y

The exhibition has begun !

We were busy working on the exhibition over the weekend, and
just about managed to get it ready in time for the opening day.
This is also the result of the cooperation, efforts and hard work
of our staff. I would also like to take this opportunity to
express my gratitude to the various institutions and owners who
lent me materials and provided me with images.

Now, the reason why the exhibition preparation was so difficult
right up until the very end was primarily due to the poor planning
of the main person in charge, but it was also because as the work
was being pushed to its Llimits, one interesting "fact” and
"speculation” after another came to light. The exhibition has
begun, but it will be a long journey of three months. There are
still many things we want to research and confirm, so we hope to
add more to the exhibition or introduce them in the weekly "Gennai
Ware” magazine.

The large printer is not working well, and the image on the panel
tends to be distorted. I would like to improve this as well.

We aim to be a "growing exhibition” in a good sense. Please look
forward to it!

The three major designs of “Gennai ware”

The appeal of this pottery is undoubtedly its flashy patterns
and decorations. We will introduce how to create the patterns and
decorations on another occasion, but first let’s talk about the
main pattern (the pattern or design in the middle).

(1) Maps (World and Japan), (2) Flowers and plants, and (3)
Landscapes are the three most representative patterns of Gennai
ware. The maps chosen were the most recent from the 18th century.
The most representative floral motif is the traditional European
acanthus pattern. The landscape paintings feature famous Chinese
sites (West Lake and Dongting Lake) that were admired by educated
people in Edo period Japan. The designs give a glimpse into the
"world” of that time. (Ryuma Sato)
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Next is a plate
with an acanthus
pattern !

The third is a
Chinese landscape

painting !

The Big Three of
"Gennai Ware”: First
up is a plate with a

__world map on it!
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This week’s picks
Bowl with European-style lettering

In the center of the bowl, there is what appears
to be cursive writing of the alphabet. However, the
letters are unreadable and the meaning is unclear.
It also seems to express "Europeanness” by
imitating others.

The creator, potter Wakida Shunmin, had connections
not only with Hiraga Gennai but also with Shibano
Kuriyama. He seems to have been a man of great
culture.



