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Weekly

How was it used?

A week has passed since the opening of the Gennai Ware and
its Era” exhibition. In the Buried Cultural Properties Center
Exhibition Room, where gray and brown earthenware and
stoneware are usually lined up, the vivid green Gennai ware
stands out.

So, in what situations and how was this gorgeous Gennai ware
used? Gennai ware is called "soft-glazed pottery” and is fired at
a low temperature. It cannot be said to be very durable compared
to Hizen ware, which was widely distributed at the time.
Furthermore, the surface is decorated with delicate patterns
using a mold, and it is a gorgeous dish with a green base and
yellow or brown glaze. It is hard to imagine that it was tableware
for everyday use by ordinary people. In fact, most of the Gennai
ware unearthed in Kagawa Prefecture was unearthed during
excavations at samurai residences such as the remains of
Takamatsu Castle and Marugame Castle (only one piece was
unearthed from kukou-Atochi Site, and was excavated from a
rural area), and it is thought to have been circulated among
samurai until now. For this reason, Gennai ware is often seen as
a decorative item rather than a practical item.

However, looking at the excavated materials and antiques on
display, there are traces of use, although not all of them. For
example, the inside of the antique large plate is worn. Also, the
bottom of the clay pot excavated from the Marugame Castle
ruins has soot on it, and the hot pot excavated from the
Takamatsu Castle ruins has traces of charcoal on it.

According to a culinary expert, Gennai ware plates may go well
with dishes that stand out in their green color, such as sushi and
other rice dishes, dried sweets, and fruits. They may have also
been used to serve food for a large number of people. It brings
to mind images of them being used on special occasions, such as
New Year’s Day and weddings.

Haruyo Ikemi
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Brightly colored Gennai ware

What was being served?
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This week’s picks ~Gennai Ware Antique”

When I imagine what kind of food was served on Gennai
ware, I want to actually arrange food on it. However, [ was a
little worried about experimenting with it on display. So
Director Sato obtained an antique Gennai ware that was on
sale at an internet auction. I immediately put some sushi I
bought at a farmer’s market near the center on the plate. I
brought it home and put some rice balls on top. It feels like
the food is hidden by the plate. Maybe shrimp or other
reddish ingredients would look better.



