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Is this “Gennai ware”?

The theme exhibition “Gennai ware and its era, ™
which began in June, is now only one month away.
Since the exhibition began, various discoveries have
been made, but here | would |ike to reconsider the
definition of “Gennai ware.”

“Gennai ware” is generally defined as “pottery
whose production began under the guidance of Hiraga
Gennai, molded using molds, and soft glazed pottery
with a tricolor color scheme of green, yellow, and
brown. “ However, in terms of its relationship with
Gennai, which is why it is called “Gennai ware, ” it
was actual ly produced by Gennai’s nephew Sakaiya
Gengo and his disciples Wakita Shunmin (there is also
a theory that they are the same person), Mitani
Rinsou, and the term “Gennai ware” only appeared
after Gennai’ s death, and before that it was called
“Shikoku ware” or “Koshi-sha” (see Vol. 1).

Also, when you see materials found during
excavations, you may wonder, “Is this Gennai ware?”
For example, exhibit 69, “Large plate with green
glaze and floral design, ™ has irises hand-painted on
the inside and a pale green glaze. It can be
considered a member of the “Gennai ware”™ family in
that it is soft—fired and has a green glaze, but it
does not fit the definition of “Gennai ware, ” which
is based on mold making

Furthermore, in terms of production area and
potter, Mitani Rinsou, a major potter of “Gennai
ware, ” initially set up a kiln in Shido/Hiraki, but
moved it to Yashima in 1805 (Bunka 2), and later
completed the pottery known as Yashima ware. However,
some of the clay molds owned by Rinsou have years
engraved on them after 1805. So are the pottery
produced from these molds “Yashima ware” and not
“Gennai ware”?

This week’s picks ~ Exhibit 69: Green glaze large plate with floral motif

Excavated from Area B of the Nishinomaru at the Takamatsu Castle ruins. From the late Edo period
(late 18th century to early 19th century). The center of a thin, large plate. Irises are painted on

the inner edge, and a pale green glaze is applied.
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It is self-evident that the production of Gennai
ware was not complete in itself, but rather that its
form changed with personal interactions and
technological changes in the world of early modern
and modern pottery production. By sometimes going
back to the definition, and sometimes not getting too
hung up on it, and simply tracing the lineage of the
objects themselves, the Gennai Ware Exhibition
reminded us of the basic perspective that is common
not only to the study of Gennai ware but to the study
of all archaeological materials. (lkemi Haruyo)
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