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What do | want to tell you guys?

"Gennai Ware” is said to be a type of pottery created based
on an idea from Hiraga Gennai, a naturalist of the Edo period.
The special exhibition "Gennai Ware and its Era” begins next week.
By displaying three types of materials — 1) handed down items,
2) production tools, and 3) excavated items — side by side, we
hope to teach people about the pottery culture of "Gennai ware,”
which was born in Sanuki during the Edo period.

"Heirlooms” are what we call “antiques.” This field has a long
history, dating back to the collecting activities of American
scholar E.S. Morse at the beginning of the Meiji era. The approach
of this field is to learn about and appreciate the appeal and
history of pottery. They have been carefully passed down to the
present day by many collectors and enthusiasts.
"Production tools” are tools used to make “Gennai ware.” In this
exhibition, we will introduce the "molds” that create the shapes
and patterns of the vessels. These types were discovered during
recovery efforts following the storm surge that hit Kagawa
Prefecture in 2004. These materials have revealed the method of
making the patterns of "Gennai ware,” which had been unknown
until then.
The “excavated items” are pottery fragments found during
excavations at the ruins, Materials unearthed during excavation
surveys in the castle towns of Takamatsu and Marugame since the
late 1990s are on display. The ruins are an underground time
capsule that can tell us a lot of information that cannot be
learned from handed down artifacts, such as how "Gennai ware” was
used and when it was used.
By comparing these three materials with different characteristics,
we were able to discover new facts about Gennai ware and also
identify new issues.
Please come and see the results at the exhibition., At the same
time, we decided to publish this information magazine in order
to share with you all the information that we were unable to
include in the exhibition. We hope you will enjoy it as well as
the exhibition. Ryuma Sato
(Kagawa Prefectural Archaeological Excavation Center)

There was the word "Shido ware” written on it., "Eh? Isn’t it Gennai
ware?” In fact, the term "Gennai ware” first appeared in 1831 (Tenpo 2),
52 years after Gemnai’s death. Prior to that, it was called ”Shido ware”

(1802), "Shikoku ware” (1792), after the place where it was made, or

"Kouchi-uchi” (1782) because of its distinctive features.

In other words, it is not clear whether the name "Gennai ware” existed
During Gennai’s lifetime. Therefore, in the exhibit, we put it in ” ” and

call it "Gennai ware”.
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He is undoubtedly Gennai Hiraga.

However. . .

This week’s picks ~Gennai ware” box inscription
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