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Stomach contents of small benthic octopus caught in Bisan-seto, Kagawa Prefecture

Masayuki Yamamoto, Masaaki Abe

The small benthic octopus Amphioctopus fangsiao is important for small bottom trawl nets and
recreational fishing in Kagawa Prefecture. The catch have greatly decreased after 2009. We examined
stomach contents of the 45 octopus samples collected by lure fishing in the day on 9 October 2019. The
body weight ranged from 7.0 to 96.0 g. The percentage of stomachs with food was 68.9%. The prey
items consisted of molluscs (21.1% in weight), mysids (5.5%W), brachyurans (34.4%W), unidentified
crustaceans (3.7%W) and digestive contents (35.2%W). The stomach contents were impossible to
identify clearly, because the octopus beak bites small pieces of tissue to swallow.
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Fig. 1. Photograph of stomach contents of small benthic
octopus (Meat pieces of manila clam Ruditapes phillipnarum).
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Table 1 Frequency occurrence (%F) and percentage weight (% W) of small benthic octopus

Prey item %F %W
Mollusca 3.2 21.2
Mysidae 3.2 5.5
Brachyura 9.7 34.4
Crustacea 32.3 3.7
Digesta 64.5 35.2
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