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Scraping off the patterns carved into the clay mold
The clay mold is the most important part of making "Gennai ware”. In issue 6, we introduced that there are copy molds that have
patterns copied from the original mold. This week is the sequel to that article.

The oldest clay mold used by the potter Mitani Rinsou is a basket-weave bowl inner mold (exhibit 20) engraved with the words ”An’ei
4th year, September, Goat, Auspicious day, Rin (Rinzou).” The 4th year of An’ei corresponds to 1775 A.D. This is the oldest example of
Gennai ware with a clearly identified production year. Of the inscriptions, only the last one, the artist’s name, is written in a seal
script style, which shows the enthusiasm of the young 21-year-old potter, who called himself Hayashizo at the time. The sides have a
design reminiscent of a woven basket. However, there is no design on the inside (the center of the bottom). When I first came across
this clay mold 20 years ago, I thought that this was unusual for Gennai ware, which usually has the inside as the main design

However, I should not have left the feeling that something was wrong but instead continued to investigate further. While researching
related materials this time, we discovered an antique with the exact same pattern on the side, down to the smallest details, and that
this antique had a pattern that was not found on the clay mold. So I looked again at the part of Document 20 that corresponds to the
clay mold. And lo and behold, I could see a small part of the pattern! In other words, we discovered that the patterns that were
originally present on the clay mold had been erased along the way.

But that’s not all. The catalogue in which the handed down piece was published, "The Beauty of Ceramics Created by Molds - Kakiemon
and Mita” (The Museum of Ceramic Art, Hyogo, 2010, p. 187), states that the piece is ”16.6cm wide.” I immediately measured the size
of the surface of the mold for Document 20. It was 15.9cm at its widest point. Considering that the vessel will be slightly distorted
when removed from the mold, the clay mold and the handed down item are roughly the same size.

As mentioned in the 6th issue, clay shrinks when it dries and is fired, so it is impossible for the mold and the finished product
to be the same size. I felt a strong desire to actually check the size of the antiques

Why was the removal done?
After searching in all directions, I was able to see an antique with the same pattern (a different item from the one in the catalogue
of the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art). Immediately, I measured the maximum width and found that it was almost the same as the clay
mold, Document 20. Looking at the pattern on the surface of Document 20, it seems fair to say that it was copied from the original
mold, just like Document 36, which was introduced in Issue 6.

From this, it is certain that production of "Gennai ware” began before 1775 (An’ei 4). T will discuss the start of production in
another issue.

So why was the pattern on the inside of the clay mold erased? The pattern on the antique piece is a cursive alphabet style pattern
However, it is illegible. It only imitates the impressive shape of the cursive writing, and does not express it as accurate characters

The year 1775 was the year after the Dutch translation of a medical book was translated and published as "Kaitai Shinsho.” You
can see how difficult the translation work by Maeno Ryotaku, Sugita Genpaku and others was in Yoshimura Akira’s novel "Winter Hawk.”
By the way, Sugita Genpaku was a close friend of Gennai, and he used his own money to erect an epitaph for Gennai. A little later, in
the 1798 (Kansei 10) edition of the Settsu Meisho Zue (Illustrated Guide to Famous Places in Settsu), the alphabet was used as the
romanized alphabet. The end of the 18th century was a time when the use of the alphabet gradually became more widespread.

Rinzou may have had doubts about the way Gennai ware tried to express novelty by imitating the alphabet only in shape, and so he
removed the clay mold patterns.

Exhibit 20 (left), antique (center), traces of inner
mold (reversed, right)




